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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^] This communication is responsive to 09/26/03 Application . 

2. £<] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-30 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-30 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
None of the cited references in combination with other limitations of claim 

teaches or suggests a display that has inter-segment conductive material disposed 
over areas of light modulating material not covered by second conductors, said 
conductive material having had an applied field to write the light- modulating 
material in said areas into a field-changed optical state , as disclosed in claim 1 . 
The closest art (Yamada et al. and Ulrich et al.) disclose displays, either singularly or in 
combination fail to anticipate or suggest these limitations obvious. 

None of the cited references in combination with other limitations of claim 
teaches or suggests a display that has an inter-segment background element, 
corresponding to the background region, comprising one or more sections which 
may be patterned into separate areas in a character re/on, said background 
element and said second conductors covering different areas of the light- 
modulating layer, which background element comprises a material that is 
electrically conductive such that , during manufacture it is capable of electrically 
writing the background region into one of the optically visible states , as disclosed 
in claim 15. The closest art (Yamada et al. and Ulrich et al.) disclose displays, either 
singularly or in combination fail to anticipate or suggest these limitations obvious. 
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None of the cited references in combination with other limitations of claim 
teaches or suggests a display that has whereby the display may be addressed in a 
matrix fashion by electrically addressing, via electrical contact with the 
conductors in the third patterned conductor layer, the first and second patterned 
conductor layers, but wherein the inter-segment background conductors defining 
background is not electrically addressable via electrical contact with the 
conductors in the third pattered conductor layer , as disclosed in claim 16. The 
closest art (Yamada et al. and Ulrich et al.) disclose displays, either singularly or in 
combination fail to anticipate or suggest these limitations obvious. 

None of the cited references in combination with other limitations of claim 
teaches or suggests a method of making a display that has employing the inter- 
segment background conductors to electrically change the as-coated or heated 
light-modulating material controlled by said conductors to one of two contrasting 
optical states: connecting the display to a driver capable of addressing the 
display in a matrix fashion by electrically addressing, via electrical contact with 
the conductors in the third patterned conductor layer, the first and second 
patterned conductor layers, but wherein the inter-segment background 
conductors defining background is not electrically addressable by the driver via 
electrical contact with the conductors in the third patterned conductor layer as 
disclosed in claim 20. The closest art (Yamada et al. and Ulrich et al.) disclose 
methods, either singularly or in combination fail to anticipate or suggest these limitations 
obvious. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Telephone Inquire 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonid Shapiro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7683. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,799 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2629 




SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



